Cultures that depend on prophets and diviners to access the divine will are very familiar with the threat of charlatanism and the social conflicts between rivals. Ancient Israel was no exception, and these problems reared their heads at times in the texts of the Hebrew Bible. The famous narrative of 1 Kgs 22:1-38 is a key text for this theme, with its differing messages given by prophets to the kings of Israel and Judah, and this paper explores the text in a socio-historical perspective.1 The dynamics of prophetic conflict and the trustworthiness of prophetic speech, as it concerns this particular narrative, were conditioned by the values, status, and power of the characters involved. In this study, after briefly summarising the narrative's setting and plot, three particular points of the story will attract particular focus: the kings' consultation of prophets prior to battle (1 Kgs 22:2-9), the public delivery of prophetic oracles (22:10-12, 15-18), and the prophets' attempt at discrediting their rivals (22:19-23, 24-25). We will examine issues related to the cultural value of honour, the social mechanisms which distribute it and the status it confers.
1

Overview of 1 Kgs 22
The story in 1 Kgs 22:1-38 opens with the royal preliminaries to battle and the consultation of prophets before attempting to regain control of Ramoth-gilead The story begins with a visit from the southern monarch Jehoshaphat of Judah. We are not informed about Jehoshaphat's reasons for visiting the northern kingdom but his presence would presumably be at Ahab's behest, his kingdom being the stronger of the two at this particular time. Ahab believes he has rightful ownership of a contested border city (cf. Deut 4:43; Josh 20:8; 21:38; 1 Kgs 4:13) and begins a process of gathering strength in advance of a military campaign. After Jehoshaphat pledges his allegiance to Ahab and commits troops to his cause (1 Kgs 22:4), the narrative then takes a long detour in detailing the process by which they seek to divine the will of Yahweh regarding this affair.
Prophetic activity then unfolds in four episodic parts. First, a cohort of prophets are asked a yes-or-no question as to whether the battle should proceed (1 Kgs 22:2-9). Their answer is unanimous in the affirmative: ‫ויתן‬ ‫עלה‬
